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Media Release

13th June 2006

New ‘Holiday Home’ category for Qualmark New Zealand Ltd.
Qualmark New Zealand is pleased to introduce the new ‘Holiday Home’ category, which includes intimate ‘homes away from home’ for today’s modern traveller, allowing them to now access some of the thousands of properties traditionally enjoyed by New Zealander’s as part of their great Kiwi holiday experience.
The Honourable Damien O’ Connor, Minister of Tourism, said that; 

“Now our visitors will have an opportunity to safely experience a true taste of quality assured New Zealand in an accommodation area that was only previously possible to enjoy through the invitation of friends or family.  Our visitors are great friends of New Zealand, and this family of accommodation offerings will go a long way to consolidating that reality”.    
Jennifer McBrearty, from Essence of New Zealand, has signed her prestigious Clark Collection of properties to the new Qualmark category.  These include; the Retreat at Lake Taupo, the Ranch on the Kapiti Coast, the Pallisar in Wellington and Christchurch’s Cranmer House.

“Essence was set up to share a special slice of NZ, its true essence, with international and domestic visitors.  To ensure this, we have always set out to be first class, and this requires attention to detail.  Qualmark formalises our long term focus of providing the finest quality private residences in New Zealand”, says Essence’s Jennifer McBrearty.

Qualmark CEO Geoff Penrose is delighted to welcome this fabulous accommodation collection to the Qualmark quality assurance system.

“The Essence organisation has truly set out from the beginning to delight its target market.  This goal has been achieved through their understanding of the total visitor experience.  Always looking for special, highly interesting architecture, flora and fauna, their attention to detail has now been officially recognised through the use of the new Holiday Home Qualmark”, he said.
Geoff Penrose also welcomes Rentabach to the Qualmark quality universe. 

“The Bach has become a national icon, and the eclectic style of these holiday homes is a reflection of the love and connection New Zealanders have with the land. Through this offering we can now share our fondest holiday memories with visitors to this beautiful land of ours”, he said.
Rentabach is the brain-child of Robert Sotheran, a long-time explorer of New Zealand’s hidden paradises. Robert and wife Gilder bought their first Bach 20 years ago; they now more than realise that they was not alone in their love for New Zealand's most unique places and abodes. 
Also welcomed to the Qualmark licence holder body are the prestigious offerings of Black Barn Vineyards.  Qualmark personally welcomes both Kim Thorp and Andy Coltart for their confidence in New Zealand’s quality assurance system.

“We are delighted to now be endorsed by Qualmark and we are also delighted that Qualmark has had the foresight to appreciate our kind of visitor experience as a potent and rewarding one for the international traveller”, Mr. Coltart said.
“At Black Barn we set out ten years ago to set the standard for quality self-catered boutique accommodation in Hawkes Bay. 10 years later, we now have 10 properties in our portfolio all in spectacular locations, all with the same high standard of design, amenities and service - but all completely different in their style, size and situation”, adds Ms. Thorp.
This category embraces choice; the choice to experience a completely self-sufficient private getaway and to enjoy all that New Zealand’s world-class accommodations can offer, in an authentic Kiwi setting.   These properties have been rigorously assessed by Qualmark® against robust standards, in order to provide you with the highest possible level of quality assurance.
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