PAGE  

	[image: image1.jpg]qualmark





MEDIA RELEASE



30 January 2008
‘Distinctively different’ Qualmark properties feature in new Boutique Lodgings guidebook
Visitors in the market for a quality boutique accommodation experience can now pick up the latest edition of the Boutique Lodgings of New Zealand guidebook.
Released just before Christmas, the publication’s large range of featured properties all have Qualmark ‘applied for’ or Qualmark accredited status.
Editor Jenny Nagel says she is really proud of the new edition, which has also had excellent feedback from a number of the 155 members of Boutique Lodgings.  

“Not only is it an easy to use guide with beautiful photos, the Qualmark information provided alongside each property is invaluable in helping visitors decide what sort of property they want to stay in, and at what  particular star grading level.”

Ms Nagel, who purchased the business in 2006, says that deciding to make the guide 100 percent Qualmark demonstrates Boutique Lodgings’ ongoing commitment to quality. It is a move that Ms Nagel says will continue. 
“We wanted to feature distinctly different accommodation where the owner’s focus on quality facilities and customer service is verified by the yearly independent quality assurance that the Qualmark provides.” 
The publication includes properties from three of Qualmark’s accommodation categories – Guest and Hosted (including B&B’s); Self Contained & Serviced (including self catering options); and Holiday Homes. 
In addition to all the featured properties having Qualmark accreditation (which include an annual onsite assessment) or ‘applied for’ status with Qualmark, Ms Nagel says they have been selected for their superior facilities, spectacular locations, warm hospitality, character and ambiance. 

There are 12,000 printed copies of the guide. The publication is backed up by the website (www.lodgings.co.nz) which targets overseas visitors. The printed copies are distributed throughout New Zealand through bookshops, travel agents and member properties that pass them on to guests. The properties are also promoted as part of corporate incentive packages and the guide is provided to Tourism New Zealand as a reference tool.
Qualmark – New Zealand’s official mark of quality in tourism – welcomed the release of the publication. 

Chief Executive Officer, Geoff Penrose, described it as a high quality publication with a focus on quality properties.  “That is exactly what we want to be promoting to visitors.”
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